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3.3. COMMITTEE OF THE

GENERAL COURT,

MASSACHUSETTS BAY

“A MEMORANDUM OF

INDIAN CHILDREN PUT FORTH INTO SERVICE
TO THE ENGLISH” (1676)

e S

In the wake of King Philip’s War, New England colonists forced many Indian captives to become
bound laborers. Those deemed too dangerous to remain in New England—mostly men, but also
some boys (likely including Metacom'’s son)—were enslaved and sold in the West Indies. Indian
children, including many orphaned by their parents’ death in conflict or by execution by colo-
nial aqthorities, became indentured servants. Below is a memorandum prepared by a committee
that Massachusetts Bay legislators charged to bind out Indian children to colonists. One committee
member, Daniel Gookin Sr., openly sympathized with the plight of Christian Indians during and

after the war.

Beeing of those indians that came in & submit-
ted with John Sachem of Packachooge, with the
names of the persons with whome they were placed
& the names and age of the children & the names of
their relations & the places they Did belong to, By
Mr Daniel Gookin Sen’, Thomas Prentis Capt’ & M’

To Samuel Simonds Esq. a boy named
John his father named Alwitankus late of
quantisit his father & mother p‘ent® both
consenting the boys age about 12 years
To him a girle named Hester her father &
mother dead late of Nashaway her age ten
years her onkel named John woosumpigin
of Naticke

To Thomas Danforth esq a boy aged about
13 yeares his name John

To Leift Jonathan Danforth of [Billericay?] a
boy aged twelve yeares, son to papamech
alius David late of Warwick or Cowesit.

2 Boy A maid

1 Boy
1Boy

Edward Oakes, who were a comittee appointed by the
Counsel to mannage y* affayr. The termes & condi-
tions vpon w they are to serve is to be ordered by
the Gen" Court who are to provide y* the children
bee religiously educated & taught to read the English
tounge

To Mathew Bridge of CamBridge two Boyes
the one named Jabez aged about ten
yeares the other named Joseph aged six
yeares their father named woompthe late
of Packachooge @ one or both these boyes
is away with his father 8 ber4 17th

1676

To M" Jerimiah Shepard of Rowley a boy
named Absolom his father of the same
name late of Manehage aged about ten
yeares.

To him a girle sister to the Lad named Sarah
aged eleven yeares. These [illegible] of

2 Boyes

3 A boy & two Girls

Source: Proceedings of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts 19 (1918): 25-28.

2. that.
3. An abbreviation for “present.”
4. October.
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5. Cousin.

' m W the ‘Qif‘e aged about 8 yeares

her named Jane her father & mother

?: i.c:ﬂ Mitchell of Cambridg widdow "‘*":’
named Margaret aged about twelve year: ;
her father named Suhunnick of quantisit her
er dead.

'r:oo?homas Jacob of Ipswich a boy ?ged -
yeares, on wennaputanan his guardian & on
upacunt of quantisitt his grand mother was
present. The Boy [illegible].
To on Goodman Read a Tanner of
cambridge a Boy named John aged about
thirteen yeares his father Dead.

To M Jacob Green of Charel Towne a boy
aged about seaven yeares his parrents
Dead Late of quantisit but his mother of
Narraganset.

To Thomas Woolson of Wattertowne a

boy aged about 14 yeares his name John
his father dead who was of Cowesit or
warwick, his mother p'sent.

To Ciprian Steuens of Rumny Marsh but late
of Lancaster a boy aged about six yeares
son to nohanet of Chobnakonkonon. The
Boy named Samuel.

To Thomas Eliot of Boston a carpenter

a maid aged about ten yeares her name
Rebecka.

To Jacob Green Junior of Charles towne a
Boy named Peter aged nine years his father
dead his mother p'sent named nannantum
of quantisit.

To on Goodman Greenland a carpenter

of Charles towne on misticke side a boy
named Tom aged twelve yeares his father
named santeshe of Pakachooge.

To M" Edmund Batter of Salem a maid
nan.red Abigal aged sixteen her e

a widow named quanshishe late of
?’"’;aka;:et Beyond mendon,

© Daniel Gookin Sen' A Bo
aged about eight yeares Eoo Jodim

gocsor son to William
nuko late of magunkoog; his father dead.

1 Girle

1 Boy

1 Boy

1 Boy

1 Mayd

1 Boy

1 Boy

1 Boy

1 Mayd

1Boy

1 Mayd

To him a girle aged aboyy si
daughter to the wig
Shookanet beyond mendon e of
To Andrew Bordman Tayler of
girle named Anne sister 1, P ey
To Thomas Prentis Junior son to \ 1‘ ‘j%
Prentis of Cambridge village a ™
John son to William Wunn‘QL\\\ late of
magnkoy that was execute ¥
Burney, aged thirteen.
To Benjamin Mills of Dedham a boy
aged about six years is [named?) e
Spoonans late of Marlboro
To M" Edward Jackson a Boy namec
aged about 12 yeares Late of magalygook
cosen® to Pyambow of Naticke.
To Widdow Jackson of Cambridge village
a girle named Hope aged nine yeare her
parents dead who wer of Narraganset
To old Goodman Myles of Dedham 3 boy of
[ ]1yeares old. son to Annaweeken Decﬂs;g
who was late of Hassanamesit his mother
p'sent.
To Capt. Thomas Prentis a Boy named
Joseph son to Annaweken decesed Brother
to the last named aged about11 yeares =
this boy was after taken from Capt Prentice
& sent up M* Stoughton for [ ] Capt Prentis
is to bee considered about it for hee has
taken more care & paynes about those
indians.
To John Smith of Dedham a boy aged :
about eight yeares his father dead late of
Marlborow hee is Brother to James Printers
wife
To M’ John Flint [?] of Concord a mayd
aged about [ ] yeares [illegible]
To M* Jonathan Wade of mistick a Boy
named Tom Aged about 11 yeares s
to William Wunakhow of Magunkgod
decesed ¢
To M Nathaniel Wade of mistick 3 maid
aged about ten years daughter to Ja™ ;
Natomet [?] late of Packachooge hef o
& mother dead

X Yearee
dow Qm;\w.\;\ ) |
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Interrogations of Josephe and Pedro Naranjo 33

It is humbly proposed to the Honble Generall Court,
to set the time these children shall serve; & if not

Jess y% till they come to 20 yeares of Chy - 1. Under what terms were the Indian children bound

QUESTIONS

those y* had relations seemed willing. and also that 2 s\txl.tl t:) colomstls & Seg’ . heli fIndian child
1t lay som penalty upon them if . at can you learn about the lives of In ian child-
: . ; ; ren from this memorandum? What does it tell you
away before the time expire & on their parents or kin- b f
ed y* shall entice or harborr & conceale y™ if the about the circumstances that brought them to be
donid s s bound out and the lives that they might have lived
should runne away.

once they became servants?
: 3. In what ways are the information contained and
Signed By the Comitee 4

: i B G Sert Ediioard Oak the values expressed in this memorandum similar
s Sens T to those in the repartimiento order for Indians on
Cambridge Espanola in 1514 (Document 1.4)? In what ways

8 ber 28 1676 do they differ?








